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Minutes of EMESS meeting held at 7.00pm, Tuesday 4 December 2007
at The Village Hall, Thimbleby, Lincs
	No
	Item
	Action



	1.0
	Present


	

	1.1
	Mr Derek Lane, Mr Trevor Oliver, Mr Bob Pilling, Mr Rodney Cousins, Miss Leanna Boxill, Miss Helen Needham and Mr David Glew.  Two people also attended from Thimbleby.

	

	2.0
	Apologies


	

	2.1
	Mr + Mrs Dave and Roz Mellows and Ms Ann Borrill.

	

	3.0
	Shows

	

	3.1
	Healing Moated Site

	

	
	Demonstrations had been carried out which were a success, within the context of the medieval re-enactment going on there.

	

	3.2
	Lincolnshire Show

	

	
	The disappointing location and small numbers of visitors were reported, and there has been previous correspondence on this subject.  For 2008, it was agreed that EMESS could not undertake a demonstration at the Lincolnshire Show on the terms being offered by that Show.  However, it might be possible to carry out a demonstration in conjunction with other organisations at the Show, and enquiries will need to be made.


	DG

	3.3
	Spilsby One-Day Show


	

	
	There had been a good demonstration, with samples and pamphlets distributed.


	

	3.4
	Heckington Show


	

	
	Over two days, another good display had been carried out.


	

	3.5
	Illustrations

	

	
	On reflection, it was being realised that the illustrated schemes were very historical.  It would be an advantage to have additional displays of new buildings, plus a sample panel of a finished new building.  Furthermore, it would be an advantage to direct visitors to a location to see an actual rebuilding, within the public realm, eg the Butterwick Cottage, now known as ‘Captain’s Cottage’ at Elsham Country Park.


	ALL

	3.6
	Healing future


	

	
	A suggestion at Healing would be that, over a series of medieval re-enactment weekends, a whole building could be gradually constructed, via a series of demonstrations.


	ALL

	4.0
	Membership List


	

	4.1
	This is to be kept up to date by the chairman and circulated at the beginning of 2008.


	DG


	No
	Item
	Action



	5.0
	Newsletter


	

	5.1
	Mr Bob Pilling would investigate the Awards for All Scheme in general terms, to see if this could help with the funding of the newsletter.


	RP

	6.0
	Website

	

	6.1
	Mr Trevor Oliver is to review this.  By sending Mr Oliver the minutes by email, they could be put onto the EMESS website.


	TO

	6.2
	The promotional leaflet of EMESS needs to be renewed.


	ALL

	7.0
	Technical Leaflets


	

	7.1
	Mr Simon Johnson has not reported on any developments of these leaflets, and so the chairman would ask him about progress.


	DG

	7.2
	The rhetorical question was raised about how do foreign countries carry out their insulation of mud-and-stud structures.  It would be interesting to know if anyone can find out any information on this topic, as it was highly relevant to the construction of new mud-and-stud buildings which would have to comply with the Building Regulations.


	ALL

	8.0
	Any Other Business

	

	8.1
	Mr Rob Ley was not present to say anything about the wooden plaque requested by Mr Robert Elwes for the Captain’s Cottage.  It was therefore hoped that after receiving these minutes, he would contact Mr Elwes to clarify what was required.

	RL

	8.2
	The chairman was asked to contact East Lindsey District Council about buildings under threat, namely the cottage near the church in Somersby, the barn at Barn Holt Farm in Bag Enderby, and the Village Farm Barn in Thimbleby.  The meeting thought that all of these buildings were still recoverable.

 
	DG

	9.0
	Slide Shows

	

	9.1
	Mr Trevor Oliver went through a slide show of recent work being carried out in this country.  He showed a cruck building in Leicestershire, mud walls in Northamptonshire, and chalk walls and thatched roof in Hertfordshire.  In Mareham-le-Fen, after removing cement render, he found continental blockwork infilling within the wall.  In another cottage in the same village, there was brick cladding.  In Rumania however, he showed modern buildings made of mud blocks.  Back in West Ashby, he showed repairs and an extension to an existing mud-and-stud cottage, being carried out in a modern version of mud-and-studwork.  He was thanked for a very interesting presentation.

	

	9.2
	Mr Rodney Cousins showed an alphabetical selection of existing traditional mud-and-stud cottages, including North Cockerington, Old Leake, Reevesby, Roughton, Scamblesby, Strubby, Skendleby, Somersby, Stickney, Sotby, Somercotes, South Willingham, South Ormsby, Tattershall, Tattershall Thorpe, Theddlethorpe, Thimbleby, Thurlby, Tollington, West Ashby, West Keale, West Rasen, West Torrington, Woodhall Spa, and finally the Withern Cottage reconstructed at the Church Farm Museum in Skegness.  His records presently show 390 existing buildings and 460 demolished.  He was also thanked for a very interesting display.

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	No
	Item
	Action



	10.0
	Next Meeting and AGM

	

	10.1
	This would be in February 2008, to be arranged in Market Rasen or Caistor.

	RC

	11.0
	Subsequent to the Meeting

	

	11.1
	Mr Rodney Cousins reported that the Woodhall Country Show will be held on Sunday 18 May 2008, and it includes a Heritage Area, and could be considered for an EMESS display.

	ALL

	11.2
	Consequently for 2008, it was agreed to proceed with the Spilsby and Heckington Shows, and possibly attend the Woodhall Spa Show.  The Lincolnshire Show might be considered if a better arrangement could be established.
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